NOTIFICATION OF UPSC PRELIMS SCHOLARSHIP EXAM -
2026

To empower the youth of Tamil Nadu to excel in the UPSC Civil Services
Examination, the Tamil Nadu Skill Development Corporation (TNSDC), is conducting a
screening test titled "UPSC Prelims Scholarship Exam 2026" on 06.09.2026. The
examination will shortlist 1,000 candidates, who will be awarded a monthly
scholarship of ¥7,500 for a period of 10 months to support their preparation for
the UPSC Civil Services Preliminary Examination 2027.

As this Scholarship Exam is conducted in coordination with the All-India Civil
Services Coaching Centre, separate Entrance Test will not be conducted by the All-
India Civil Service Coaching Centre for admission to its Centre in Chennai and Anna

Centenary Civil Services Coaching Academies in Coimbatore and Madurai.

IMPORTANT DATES:

S.No. |[Event Date

1. Date of notification 18.07.2026

2. Commencement of Online Application 18.07.2026

3. Last Date for Submission of application 03.08.2026

4. Issue of Hall Ticket Third week of August month,
2026.

5. Date and Time of Examination 06.09.2026

(10:00 am - 12:00 pm)

EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATION:
Minimum Educational Qualification:

The Candidate must hold a degree of any recognized University in India.



AGE ELIGIBILITY: (as on 01.08.2027)
e Minimum 21 vyears

e Maximum - As given below.

e SC/ST/SC (A) candidate should not be above 37 Years and for Differently Abled

candidates should not be above 47 Years.

e BC/BC (M) / MBC/DNC candidates should not be above 35 Years and for
Differently Abled candidates should not be above 45 Years.

e General candidates should not be above 32 Years for Differently Abled candidates

should not be above 42 Years.

Note:

1. UPSC Prelims scholarship has been restricted to two times per student. Hence,
the Candidates who have received Prelims Scholarship twice in the last three years are
not eligible for this UPSC Prelims Scholarship Exam 2026. However, candidates
interested to take part in AICSCC residential/ part time coaching in Chennai and
ACCSCA residential coaching in Coimbatore and Madurai shall apply for the above

exam, since the same score card will be utilized for the residential/ part time training.

2. The candidates will be shortlisted for UPSC Prelims Scholarship programme based
on their marks obtained in the screening test and as per reservation policy of

Government of Tamil Nadu.

SCREENING TEST CENTERS:

1. Exam Centers are available in all 38 Districts of Tamil Nadu. The
Candidates should choose any one center for writing the examination in the
application form. The venue of the center will be intimated in the Hall Ticket.

2. TNSDC reserves the right to increase or decrease the number of examination
centers to re-allot the applicants accordingly.

3. Applicants should appear for the examination at their own expense.

PROCEDURE TO APPLY:

The candidates are requested to apply only through Online mode in the

following link: https://www.skilldevelopment.tn.gov.in



https://www.skilldevelopment.tn.gov.in/

*Note:

1. The candidates who are already employed in the Government are not eligible

to Apply for this Scholarship Exam.

2. The students who avail this scholarship must apply for the UPSC CSE Prelims

Exam-2027. The scholarship will be stopped for the candidates who fail to apply and
submit the documents to TNSDC.

SCHEME OF EXAMINATION

The pattern of the exam is as follows:

Mode of Exam Objective Type (OMR based)

Total No. of Questions [100 (90 General Studies + 10 CSAT)
Marks per Question 2

Total Marks 200

Exam Duration 2 Hours

* Note:

1.
2.

1/3rd Negative Marks will be awarded for Wrong Answers.

Questions will be in English Only.

SYLLABUS OF THE EXAM

General Studies:

Current events of national and international importance.

History of India and Indian National Movement.

Indian and World Geography-Physical, Social, Economic Geography of India and
the World.

Indian Polity and Governance - Constitution, Political System, Panchayat Raj,
Public Policy, Rights Issues, etc.

Economic and Social Development — Sustainable Development, Poverty,
Inclusion, Demographics, Social Sector initiatives, etc.

General issues on Environmental Ecology, Biodiversity and Climate Change -
that do not require subject specialization.

General Science



CSAT:

¢ Logical reasoning and analytical ability

¢ General mental ability

e Basic numeracy (numbers and their relations, orders of magnitude, etc.)- Class X
level)

e Data interpretation (charts, graphs, tables, data sufficiency etc. — Class

X level)

All India Civil Service Coaching Centre class details and hostel timings:

Class Time:
e Full-Time (Residential) Classes will be conducted between 10.00 A.M to 5.00
P.M.

e Part-Time (Non-Residential) Classes will be conducted on week days
between 6.00 P.M. to 8.00 P.M and between 10.30 A.M to 5.30 P.M on Saturdays
& Sundays

Hostel:

e Candidates selected for the Residential Stream will be eligible for free Boarding
and Lodging.

e Candidates selected for Part-Time (Non-Residential) streams are not eligible for
hostel accommodation.

For further Queries:
Please Contact: 9043710214 / 9043710211
Email: upscgrievances@tnsdc.in

Sd/-
Managing Director, TNSDC


mailto:upscgrievances@tnsdc.in
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SYLLABUS OF THE EXAM
GENERAL STUDIES:

1. Current events of national and international importance.

2. History of India and Indian National Movement.

3. Indian and World Geography—Physical, Social, Economic Geography of India and the World.

4. Indian Polity and Governance — Constitution, Political System, Panchayat Raj, Public Policy, Rights Issues,
etc.

5. Economic and Social Development — Sustainable Development, Poverty, Inclusion, Demographics, Social
Sector initiatives, etc.

6. General issues on Environmental Ecology, Biodiversity and Climate Change — that do not require subject
specialization.

7. General Science

CSAT

-

Logical reasoning and analytical ability
General mental ability

Basic numeracy (numbers and their relations, orders of magnitude, etc.) — Class X level)

p o@D

Data interpretation (charts, graphs, tables, data sufficiency etc. — Class X level)
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